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                    WINTER NEWSLETTER 2022 

 

Many, Many Thanks 
 
Thank you, members and friends for your loyalty in 

this period of uncertainty with world-wide health 

issues.  We are fortunate that our fundraisers are 

conducted via the postal service, and you have all 

responded. Our year-end financial report is included 

in this newsletter for your information.  Be proud! 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORMS 

INCLUDED WITH THIS NEWSLETTER 

 
The membership year for the Fairview Area 

Historical Society is January through December.  

Renewal forms are sent with the Winter Newsletter 

with three exceptions: Life Membership; already 

renewed by various means; or if the member is new 

and joined since the previous June.  In that case, 

that member will enjoy the year that follows as a 

bonus (up to 18 months of membership).  This year 

that we have just entered is our 45th in existence 

(1977- 2022). 

 

Thank you to all who renew.  

 

QUILT, WREATH & CRIB BLANKET 

 
Jane Hess was the lucky person to be awarded the 

quilt and smaller wall hanging. Laurie Chisereo was 

awarded the Toyland Wreath and Anna Mayer 

received the Sunbonnet Sue crib blanket.  All were 

received with great pleasure.   

 

Many thanks to all who participated in this fund-

raiser.     

 

2021 Year End Treasurer’s Report: 
 

Starting Balance:                 $22,273.70. 

 

Expenses:               

Utilities      $ 2,810.22   

Supplies      $ 1,857.64 

Donations      $    425.00 

Security      $    402.12 

Repairs      $    627.33 

Taxes       $      18.21 

Building Supplies     $    288.89 

200 Club      $ 1,950.00 

Insurance      $ 1,951.00 

Wreaths      $ 3,768.00 

State Report      $    119.99 

  Total      $14,218.40 

 

Revenue: 

Membership      $ 1,468.00 

200 Club      $ 4,605.00 

Donations      $ 2,620.47 

Wreaths      $ 5,258.00 

Quilt       $    671.00 

Knife Sales      $    131.00 

Shovels      $      30.00 

Erie Gives      $ 1,948.80 

Book Sales      $    572.33 

Grant       $ 1,451.00 

Memorial      $      25.00 

     Total     $18,780.60 

 

Balance December 31, 2021    $26,835.90 

 

OTHER ACCOUNTS. 12/31/21: 

Cemetery Chapel,               $  1,289.31 

Erie Community Foundation     $27,164.56 
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UPDATE OF FAHS IN OUR 45TH YEAR (1977 – 2022) 

Hello, Members and Friends, 

After two years of minimal or no activity, we have 

reached a point where a serious update to you is 

required.  It is because of your loyalty to the 

organization that we still survive to do so.  A note here… 

interest in history is at a low ebb, and ours is not the 

only group affected by that. 

But first of all, our financial well-being is good.  Several 

years ago we invested a bequest with the Erie 

Foundation and it flourishes.  Secondly, we gradually 

moved away from people-oriented fundraisers to mail-

in sales and you, our members, have responded so well 

that we are able to meet our monthly and yearly 

expenses with these activities.  Through the efforts of 

the Erie County Gaming Revenue Association (ECGRA) 

and Erie Yesterday we have been able to apply for 

matching grants to keep our historic building in good 

repair.    

Our mission is to collect and preserve our history and to 

share this history with others.  Without public meetings 

we have had difficulty accomplishing this but let’s be 

clear, the attendance at our meetings was low before 

the Covid pandemic became a factor.   

Trying to stay viable, in 2021 we conducted two tours in 

the Fairview cemetery to visit the graves of 12 veterans 

of World War I; we hosted a group of World War II 

reenactors in our side yard; we had our annual 

membership picnic; we held one evening meeting, on 

an interesting topic but with low attendance; and we 

held our annual Christmas Open House, which was well 

attended.  

We continue to meet many of our mission’s goals. We 

have a fine collection that is growing, despite our lack of 

activity.  We have purchased proper storage boxes for 

this collection.  Items such as uniforms, women’s 

dresses, bits and pieces of hand work and paper are all 

properly protected.  Also, the building has a humidity 

control set for paper as well as textiles.  As for sharing 

this collection, we have advertised that it is available for 

research for anyone who wants to make an 

appointment. We have a monthly column in the West 

County News Journal that helps keep our membership 

up to date.  And we have many publications available 

for sale at basic prices that tell Fairview’s story. 

What lies ahead for the Fairview Area Historical Society 

as we celebrate our 45th year of existence? 

Maybe we are done with evening meetings.  Perhaps 

we need quarterly luncheons.  Our website and 

Facebook page have many followers, so we may need to 

continue with these efforts.   

Our township has changed from the early days of our 

organization.  It is now one entity and growing into a 

bedroom community with new housing being 

developed in former farmland.  We have not – as yet - 

found a way to interest those folks whose “home town” 

is somewhere else.   

We are ready to remake ourselves but need direction.  

Should we organize a temporary advisory committee?  

If so, we need volunteers.   

This update has been lengthy, but perhaps enlightening.  

We need to hear from you folks.  Tell us what role you 

want the historical society to fill.  Tell us how to move 

forward. 

SPRING CALENDAR 

 

At this time we have no meetings scheduled.  Watch 

for news on our website (Fairviewhistory.org), our 

Facebook page or in our monthly column in the 

West County News Journal.   
 

EVERY DEATH DIMINISHES US… 

 

The following are the names of members and 

friends who passed away in 2021. Our sincerest 

sympathies… 

 

Members: Joseph & Rosemary Murphey,Virginia 

Sundberg, Patricia White and Dee Wilson.  Friends 

and Fairview High School graduates and/or long-

time residents:Paul Bendure,  David Dymski, Fritz 

Kruse, Hazen Lewis, Peggy Johnson, Rich Leopold, 

Bill Nolan Sr., Joseph Platz, Daniel Silverthorn 

and, Thomas Wingerter.    …. We send our sincere 

condolences to their families and friends. 

  


